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		In 1948, Marie Provaznikova, leader of the Czechoslovak gold medal-winning women’s gymnastics team at the 1948 London Olympics, refused to return home from London. 

In 1956, in defiance of her government, another Czechoslovak woman – discus thrower Olga Fikotova – refused to renounce her love for US athlete Hal Connolly.

Both women immigrated to the US. Let's take a closer look at their stories.

Join us on Zoom for a talk by Harry Blutstein who will discuss the cold war climate of the post-war Olympics focusing on the two Czechoslovak cases that made the international news. 

﻿Olga Fikotova, 1956 Melbourne Olympics gold medalist, will be our special guest.
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	                This event was conceived by Anna VA Polesny and is organized by the 
       Czechoslovak Society of Arts   and Sciences (SVU), New York Chapter with the support of
	the Bohemian Benevolent and Literary Association (BBLA).
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